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sweet; some Canary requisite for friends. If you could find a right sort of white wine, neither ' eager nor stummed/ it would do well."
In May 1685, Harley married Elizabeth Foley, the daughter of a Tory magnate, Thomas Foley of Whitley Court, Worcestershire. Always delicate, she was a victim in 1691 of that scourge of the age, smallpox. But in 1694 ^e married again,1 forming a very different alliance, for his second wife was Sarah Middleton, daughter of Simon Middleton, a merchant of London. In a letter to his father in the very year of his first marriage, Harley remarked that the doctor had prescribed his wife a course of physic for six weeks, and then he quaintly added, " I find myself well, but weak, especially my eyes. Many advise the cutting off of my hair, but I hope it will wear off without that." 2
Harley, during the next four years, lived sometimes in London, sometimes in Herefordshire, taking, as became his father's son, an important share in local affairs, and qualifying himself for a wider field of activity by intercourse with politicians in town. At length, in 1689, his parliamentary-career began by his election in the first Parliament of William and Mary for the borough of Tregony, one of those numerous little Cornish constituencies which were usually filled by court placemen.
1 Harley Papers^ \. 552, 557.    See/^/, p. 199.
2 Harley Papers^ i. 389.
CARNEGIE